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The book entitled 100 Most Infamous Criminals is classified as: 

Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who have attained 
the age of 13 years. 
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The book is a compilation of infamous crimes and their perpetrators. A restriction on the 
availability of the publication to teenagers and adults is necessary due to the sensationalised and 
detailed manner in which matters of sex, horror, crime, cruelty and violence are dealt with. 
Descriptions of murder, torture, and sexual violence are likely to disturb and shock younger readers 
and cause them to be unduly anxious about their personal safety. Prevalent sexual references of an 
often prurient nature are likely to have a detrimental effect on children's developing sense of what 
is acceptable and appropriate sexual behaviour. 

This restriction interferes with the right to freedom of expression as set out in sl4 of the New 
Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990. This limitation is demonstrably justified in a free and democratic 
society, given the likely injury to the public good should it be available to children. 
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